EXPERIMENT OF  LIBERAL  MONARCHY
of articles devoted to political discussion in the style of the pam-
phlets of former days, as well as news of a political character.
For the French pubic it had become the chief, and even the only
method of disseminating political information and education; and
it formed the opinions of its readers. Thus the political Press had
acquired such power that neither the Government nor the parties
could treat it with indifference,
Freedom of the Press had been vaguely promised by the Charter,
but it still remained to define more precisely whether this applied
to the newspapers. For since 1793 they had been under the control
of the police, and Napoleon had even re-established a commission
of censorship,
The law of 1819, voted by the opponents of the Ultras, estab-
lished the freedom of the periodical Press in France for the first
time. It abolished the censorship and recognized the right of any
Frenchman to found a newspaper. It defined Press offences and
referred them for trial, not to a tribunal composed of professional
judges, but, as in England, to a jury of citizens, who were less
inclined than the judges to condemn a man on account of a news-
paper article. But in order to prevent the growth of a Press
appealing to the lower classes, the law imposed a stamp-duty upon
every copy, which raised the price; it also required the deposit of
a heavy sum as caution-money (cautionnement) on the foundation of
a new paper. The newspapers were not sold in separate copies,
but were read only by subscribers, and the subscriptions were
expensive, being a luxury reserved, in point of fact, to the nobility
and the upper middle classes. In 1834 the total circulation did not
exceed 56,000 copies, of which 41,000 were accounted for by the
opposition papers,
JVIOLENT CONFLICTS
Outside the Chamber the party struggle was carried on by
means of demonstrations. Priests and monks went into the re-
motest country districts on preaching missions for the purpose of
converting the people to religion; they held processions and set
up cmission crosses' in expiation of the Revolution, and sometimes
they burnt the works of Voltaire. Their adversaries retorted with
the cry of CA bos la calotte' ('Down with the clergy!' - the calotte
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